


2026 Request for Proposal
Salinity Reduction Projects in the Price and San Rafael Watersheds 

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF) is requesting proposals for salinity reduction projects in the Price and San Rafael Watersheds. These projects will be solicited through UDAF in association with the Price River and San Rafael River Conservation Districts.  It is estimated that UDAF will have available up to $700,000 to fund salinity reduction projects in these watersheds although funding will be limited to actual funds available at the time.  UDAF anticipates awarding projects in the 2nd quarter of 2026.  Proposals must contain a written description of the proposed project, location maps (county level and detailed site map(s)), salt saving calculations with amortized values, contact information of submitters, and other information to communicate clearly the proposed project and its impact on salinity.

Projects requesting this funding must meet the following criteria:

1). Proposed projects must be located in the Price or San Rafael Watersheds.
2). Proposed projects must demonstrate a “new” salinity reduction (projects cannot claim salts saved in previous projects or ongoing projects) and be effective for a minimum of 15 years. A plan of action to ensure the success of the project must also be submitted (Irrigation Water Management Systems may require irrigation records to be submitted for 4 years before final payments will be made).
3). Proposed projects must show amortized cost per ton of annual salt controlled along with methods and steps used to make this calculation (Bureau of Reclamation and Natural Resource Conservation Service can provide approved salt loading for most irrigation projects).  If several different practices are used, each practice can show separate costs per ton based on their average life (example: On Farm sprinkler systems are amortized for 25 years while Off Farm or underground pipelines are amortized for 50 years). The amortized cost per ton for on-farm projects is anticipated to be $150 per ton or less while off farm projects are anticipated to be $100 per ton or less.
4). All projects are required to provide a minimum 10% match (either in-kind work or actual dollars, or a combination thereof).  Projects may use other funding sources as match as long as these funds are not paying for salinity reduction in other programs such as the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program which uses NRCS Salinity EQIP, Reclamation’s Basin Wide Salinity Program Funds, or the Basin States program funds.  Matching funds are not included in the cost per ton calculations described in item 3 above (the more funding match(es) provided, the lower the cost per ton and higher ranking of the project).
5). Applicants with previous experience successfully implementing salinity control projects may receive additional credit during the ranking process. 
6). Proposed projects with innovative ideas/practices may receive additional credit during the ranking process. If credit is earned, the amount will be determined by the ranking committee based on the innovative ideas/practices presented, but not to exceed the amount listed in the table below. 
7). Proposed projects implementing Irrigation Water Management may also receive additional credit during the ranking process. 









Projects will be ranked according to the criteria presented in the table below and receive final approval from Utah’s CRBSCP workgroup members.

	Proposal Scoring Criteria
	Weight (%)

	Projects must be in the Price or San Rafael Watersheds
	Has to meet this criterion to be considered

	Project must demonstrate a “new” salinity reduction and be effective for a minimum of 15 years
	Has to meet this criterion to be considered

	Cost per ton
	55%

	Amount of match (10% at a minimum)
	15%

	Previous experience implementing salinity control projects
	15%

	Innovative Projects
	5% 


	Irrigation Water Management Projects
	10%



Examples of possible projects: Irrigation Water Management System (local or area using weather, evaporation, and or soil measurement systems), Irrigation efficiency improvements, livestock winter water system, pond lining, canal lining, secondary water systems that replace residential flood irrigation, septic to sewer conversions, storm water collection, and other projects that reduce or prevent salt movement into the Price or San Rafael Watersheds.

All proposals shall use the attached application as a template and be submitted as a PDF no later than 5:00 pm MDST April 1, 2026, to:

			Duane Houston via email at: dhouston@utah.gov

















Application Template for Salinity Offset Funds for Calendar Year 2026

Applicant Section – Price and San Rafael Watersheds
Applicant Name:
Applicant Physical Address:
Applicant Mailing Address:
Applicant Email Address:
Applicant Phone Number:                                   Cell Number:
Person Responsible for Project Oversight and Finance:

If application is prepared by someone other than applicant, please complete this section.
Entity Name of Preparer:
Individual Preparing Application:
Entity Physical Address:
Entity Mailing Address:
Entity Email Address:
Entity Phone Number:                                      Entity Cell Number:
Describe relationship to applicant:
Explain qualifications to plan, design, and oversee project:

Project Description
Project Name:
Project Location:
Project Description (Brief):
Describe How Project Will Control Salinity (Brief):

Cost Per Ton of Salt Controlled
Salinity Calculations (Show in detail how salinity will be reduced, document calculations for amortization through project life).  The final cost per ton must be shown as the annual salt controlled amortized over the life of the project and stated as: Yearly Amortized Cost Per Ton = $(calculated cost).  Projects amortized for 25 years (typical on-farm practices) are anticipated to be around $150 per ton.  Projects amortized for 50 years (typical buried pipelines or off farm practices) are anticipated to be around $100 per ton.  For on-farm cost per ton it is recommended that you contact NRCS.  For off farm projects the Bureau of Reclamation can provide salt loading values for canals in the watershed.

Project Preliminary Design Section
Engineering / Design:
Map of Project:
List of Apparatuses (Pipe, Sprinklers, Pumps, Sensors, Meters, Electronic Instruments, etc.):
List of Structures (Pads, Boxes, Diversion Structures, Buildings, Shelters, Weirs, etc.):
Timeline for Project Construction through Implementation:
Note: A final design will be required before a contract to construct / perform the project is awarded.






Special Considerations / Challenges
Describe any issues that require special consideration and challenges to implement this project. What are the risks that need to be addressed and how will they be mitigated?  If rights-of-way or permits are needed, please address how they will be attained here.

Cultural Resource Compliance (How will this be achieved?):

Preliminary Project Budget
Provide an Itemized budget of all anticipated expenditures and all funding sources.  Include any in-kind match.    If the project is an irrigation water management type, please show a budget for up to 4 years of record keeping. Table format preferred. 
Note: A final detailed budget will be required before a contract is awarded.  The amount of funding requested in the preliminary project budget will be the maximum value of the contract (the dollar amount used in the cost per ton calculation).

Letters of Support
Letter(s) of support will be required from Conservation District(s).
If the project affects an irrigation company, mutual ditch, or other groups, support from the members or shareholders of the company, ditch, or group is required and must be documented here.

Final Statement
Include any closing comments that you would like to express about the project.

If there are questions about this application feel free to contact Duane Houston at dhouston@utah.gov or (385) 395-6701.

























