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FDA Guidance on Medically Important Antibiotics 

The FDA, over the next 2 years, is converting over-the-counter medically important 
antibiotics to require a veterinarian’s prescription.  The goal is to reduce antimicrobial 
resistance.  UDAF has reached out to Utah State Extension and the Utah Board of 
Pharmacy  to determine what effect this will have on the availability of antibiotics for 
livestock producers in the state.  For more information from FDA on what this means for 
you, click here. 

Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) 

UDAF is investigating five recent cases of EIA in horses in Utah. This viral disease is 
usually spread by biting flies, but can also be spread by re-used needles, syringes, lip 
tattooing equipment, and blood transfusions.  There is no vaccine or treatment for 
EIA, and horses are infected for life.  The “Coggins” test is used to test horses for the 
disease, and is required by many states before animals can be imported.  Signs of 
disease can vary from a slight fever to weakness, weight loss, depression, and 
disorientation.  For more information on EIA, click here. 

News Briefs: 
• We are receiving a lot of calls about potential rabies exposure.  The Utah Department of Health has rabies exposure 

guidelines, quarantine/isolation guidelines, and surveillance reports.   

• The first case of Duck Viral Enteritis was diagnosed in Utah in May 2021. 

• A pilot US Swine Health Improvement Plan modeled after the National Poultry Improvement Plan is being developed.  If 
you raise or slaughter swine and are interested in participating, contact Dr. Amanda Price at amandaprice@utah.gov.  

• Summer is the season for algal blooms in waterways and ponds.  Harmful Algal Blooms can harm or kill people and 
animals.  Contact UDAF if you suspect a harmful algal bloom has affected your animals. 

• The CDC ArboNET map tracks West Nile Virus and other mosquito-borne diseases across the United States. 

• Our office has recently updated the Utah List of 
Reportable Conditions for Animals.  These 
diseases should be reported through our online 
reportable disease form. 

• We have thousands of individually-packaged 
sterile 3” polyester swabs  (see pic) available 
for free for veterinarians or animal owners.  
Contact Dr. Amanda Price if interested. 

Upcoming Events: 

• Utah State Fair — September 9-19 

ag.utah.gov 

Utah State Veterinarian’s Office, 350 N Redwood Rd, Salt Lake City, UT 84114  (801) 982-2235 

Diseases above were diagnosed last quarter, and may not be active cases. 
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