FACT SHEET
Utah State Agencies’ response actions
Gold King Mine river contamination

Background: 
While excavating loose material, pressurized water began leaking above the mine tunnel, spilling about 3 million gallons of water stored behind the collapsed material into Cement Creek, a tributary of the Animas River. The Animas River flows into the San Juan River in New Mexico and the Four Corners area before entering Utah. The San Juan River eventually flows into Lake Powell. 

Once the EPA notified the state of the incident, Utah State agencies responded immediately. 

State of Utah 

Department of Environmental Quality
· Dispatched a water quality crew to southwest Utah to take water samples at four sites every three hours over the weekend.
· Initial results from water quality samples taken by DEQ on August 8 and August 9 along the San Juan River show low levels of metals dissolved in the water and, as expected, higher levels of total metals in the sediment being carried by the river. Sediment in the San Juan River naturally contains higher levels of metals. This suggests that high levels of sediment were being transported in the river due to flooding from weekend storms and most likely are not associated with the contaminated plume from the Gold King Mine release	Comment by Donna Spangler: Not sure where to put the water test results. It is a constant question from the press. Do we add it in the bulleted points or make it a separate paragraph?
· Posted a web page, updated daily, to provide accurate, timely information to the public.

Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management
· Emergency Operations Center activated to Level 3, Monitoring
· Joint Information Center activated
· Community Support liaison deployed to area to support local emergency managers
· Hosting coordination calls among emergency managers
· Information gathering

Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife Resources
· The Division of Wildlife Resources is concerned about the pH and metal concentration levels may have on the river’s native fish, two of which are federally endangered, the colorado pikeminnow and razorback sucker. Analysis can be completed once the division has a better understanding of the concentrations and contaminants in the river.
· There are other potentially impacted fish species include three sensitive species, the roundtable chub, bluehead sucker and flannelmouth sucker and speckled dace and mottled sculpin. 
· Baseline fish testing is currently underway where the San Juan River flows into Lake Powell. The results will eventually be used to compare pre-plume metal levels with post contamination test findings. Among other species, the division is evaluating metal levels in smallmouth and largemouth bass, striped bass and catfish.  

Department of Health
· UDOH is working with UDEQ, the San Juan County Health Department, and other state and federal partners to monitor the spill. UDOH is providing public health guidance through the San Juan County Health Department. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]UDOH has identified appropriate health-based contaminant concentration values to help guide Utah’s decisions regarding public use of the San Juan River water. Values will provide guidance for drinking water use, recreational use, agricultural use, and fishing. This effort has been coordinated with UDEQ and the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food. That has been provided to the San Juan County Health Department.
· At this time, UDOH does not find reason to restrict recreational or agricultural usage of the San Juan River water. UDOH recommends that recreational users provide their own drinking water rather than relying on filtration/purification of river water.


Department of Agriculture and Food
· Crop and livestock owners located along the San Juan River in Utah are advised to immediately stop watering crops and livestock in anticipation of a plume of hazardous mine tailings moving downstream from the King Gold Mine near Silverton, Colorado.  Emergency livestock water is available.  Farmers and ranchers are advised to contact their local county emergency management office for specific updates and assistance.
· 
· The Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF) continues to advise agricultural producers along the San Juan River to avoid using the water as an irrigation and livestock watering source until further testing confirms it is safe for use.
· The UDAF continues to work with federal, tribal, state and local agencies to determine recommendations for Utah farmers and ranchers
