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2016 Grasshopper Situation Report

COOPERATION

SURVEY

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food, Utah State Extension Service, and
USDA APHIS PPQ cooperate to conduct grasshopper and Mormon cricket
surveys. Each entity qualifies projects for the “state cost share program”. In
this program private landowners are reimbursed up to 50% of the cost for
treating economically threatening grasshopper populations on their
property when exceeding infestation levels of eight (8) insects per Sq. Yd. or
greater. USDA APHIS PPQ is charged by congress to suppress high
grasshopper population on federal lands. Each program works together to
enable land owners and land managers to be good neighbors and stewards
of the land.

COST SHARE PARTICIPATION

While grasshoppers are near their 20 year low, 2016 consisted of isolated
populations of infestations in historical areas of concern. Historical areas of
concern consist of areas in Sanpete, Sevier, Millard, Tooele, Duchesne and
Beaver Counties. In 2016, UDAF received 11 cost share agreements total.
2956.31 acres total were treated through the 11 cost share agreements
issued. Private landowners in the following counties were qualified to
participate in the state cost share program: (2) Duchesne, (1) Garfield, (2)
Tooele, (3) Beaver, (1) Millard and (2) Wayne.

AREAS OF CONCERN

1. 2624 Surveys were taken throughout the State of Utah. (See Map Below)

2. Mormon cricket populations are extremely low and/or non-existent.
During the 2016 survey season no Mormon crickets were found.

GRASSHOPPER BIOLOGY

1. Some farmers and ranchers experienced high (20-30 Per Sq. Yd.)
grasshopper populations causing damage to cropland areas in the
central portion of the state, where historically populations persist.

According to survey data Utah County experienced some of the highest
(30-50 Per Sqg. Yd.) grasshopper populations in 2016; however no
information or contracts were received from Utah County.

USDA APHIS PPQ treated 60 acres for grasshoppers in Sanpete County
using bait and ground treatment methods.

According to USDA APHIS PPQ Biologist Greg Abbott, the predominant
grasshopper species in 2016 were as follows: Melanoplus confusus
Scudder, Camnula pellucida (Scudder), Aulocara elliotti
(Thomas), Melanoplus packardii Scudder, Melanoplus sanguinipes

(Fabricius).

GRASSHOPPER RESOUCES

Field Guide To Common Western Grasshoppers:
http://www.sidney.ars.usda.gov/grasshopper/ID_Tools/F_Guide/index.ht
m

Utah State University Plant Pest Diagnostics:
http://utahpests.usu.edu/IPM/htm/vegetables/vegetable-insect-
disease/grasshopper-control/




Grasshopper Infested Acreage By Year
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Grasshopper Infested Acreage

By Land Ownership

County Federal Private State Tribal Total
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Number of Cost Share Participants

Participants: 11
Total Acres Treated: 2956



Mormon Cricket Infested Acreage By Year
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2016 Grasshopper and Mormon Cricket Survey

Surveyed, no insects observed
Grasshopper - 1 to 2 per sq yd
Grasshopper - 3 to 7 per sq yd
Grasshopper - 8 to 19 per sq yd
Grasshopper - 20 to 30 per sq yd

Grasshopper - 31 to 50 per sq yd

APHIS sentinel site



