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Specialty Crops Block Grant Program 
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food 

 
Program Overview 

 
April 2010 

 
Program Authority and Description: 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced the availability of grant funds 
to state departments of agriculture to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops.  The Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Program-Farm Bill (SCBGP-FB) is authorized by the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 (Farm Bill). 
 
Specialty Crops are defined as fruits and vegetables, dried fruits, tree nuts, horticulture, and nursery 
crops (including floriculture). 
 
Utah is designated to receive over $280,000 in block grant funds in this round of funding.  The Utah 
Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF) is the authorized agency to administer the grant. 
 
Eligible Grant Applicants: 
 
Individual producers, producer groups, organizations, and association, as well as state and local 
organizations, academia and other specialty crops stakeholders are eligible to apply either as single 
entities or in combined efforts.  Each project must demonstrate measurable benefits for the specialty 
crop industry and must assist more than just a single producer or company. 
 
Eligible Grant Projects: 
 
To be eligible for a grant, the project(s) must solely enhance the competitiveness of U.S. grown 
specialty crops in either domestic or foreign markets by (but not limited to): 
Increasing child and adult nutrition knowledge and consumption of specialty crops; improving 
efficiency and reducing costs of distribution systems; assisting all entities in the specialty crop 
distribution chain in developing “Good Agricultural Practices”, “Good Handling Practices”,  “Good 
Manufacturing Practices”, and in cost-share arrangements for funding audits of such systems for 
small farmers, packers and processors; investing specialty crop research, including research to focus 
on conservation and environmental outcomes; enhancing food safety; developing new and improved 
seed varieties and specialty crops; pest and disease control; and development of organic and 
sustainable production practices. 
 
UDAF is also encouraging applications from specialty crop farmers, including Native American and 
disadvantaged farmers.  Increasing specialty crop competiveness may include developing local and 
rural food systems, and improving food access in underserved communities. 
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Restriction and Limitations on Grant Funds: 
 

• Any information obtained, date derived and reports resulting from and Federal grant,         including this one, 
must be available to the public. 

• All travel expenses approved under projects shall follow State travel requirements. 
• Grant funds may not be used to fund political activities in accordance with provisions of the Hatch Act (5 

U.S.C. 1501-1508 and 7321-7326) 
• Grant funds are to supplement the expenditures of State funds in support of specialty crops grown in the 

State, rather than replace State funds. 
• Grantees will be required to provide periodic reports. 
• All grantees will be required to provide a final report and submit to an audit of project activities. 
• Projects must be completed within a two calendar years after the grant agreement is signed. 

 
Application Procedures and Requirements: 

 
All applications must be submitted using the attached State of Utah (UDAF) application form for 
Specialty Crop Grant – Utah, along with additional information as outlined below under “Application 
Format” in order to be accepted as a complete application. 
  
Note: 

• Applications are due no later than June 18, 2010. 
• An electronic copy (required) to be sent to dbailey@utah.gov 
• Electronic copy of application in Microsoft Word with narratives in 12 pitch font and 1 inch 

margins. 
• Recommended page limit for each project proposal is 6 pages. 

 
 

Application Format: 
 
The purpose of the following REQUIRED information is for applicants to describe how grant funds 
will be utilized to solely enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops. Please keep narratives short 
and concise.   
 
Applications that do not address each one of the areas identified below are not complete and will 
be declared ineligible.  Format as follows: 

 
1. Application (UDAF)- Attached and can be reproduced. To be signed by authorized representative 

of the project.  Also, please file out contact person information. 
 

2. Project Title – Title should adequately describe the project. 
 

3. Applicant – Organizations name and person to oversee the project. 
 

4. Abstract – Summary of 200 words or less describing the proposed project. 
 

5. Project Purpose – Clearly state the purpose of the project.  Describe the specific issue, problems, 
interest, or need to be addressed.  Explain why the project is important and timely.  Indicate if the 
project will be or has been submitted to or funded by another Federal or State grant program and if 
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the project duplicates efforts of the SCBGP and the other Federal or State grant program.  If it does 
not, how does it supplement? 

 
6. Potential Impact – Discuss the number of people or operations affected, the intended beneficiaries 

of the project, and/or potential economic impact if such data is available and relevant to the project. 
 

7. Expected Measurable Outcomes -  Describe at least one distinct, quantifiable and measurable 
outcome-oriented objective that directly and meaningfully supports the project’s purpose.  The 
measurable outcome-oriented objective must define an event or condition that is external to the 
project and that is of direct importance to the intended beneficiaries and/or the public.  Outcome 
measures may be long-term that exceed the grant period.  Describe how performance toward 
meeting outcomes will be monitored.  Include a performance-monitoring plan to describe the 
process of collecting and analyzing data to meet the outcome-oriented objective. 

 
8. Work Plan -  Explain briefly the activities that will be performed to accomplish the objectives of 

the project.  Be clear about who will do the work.  Include appropriate time lines. 
 

9. Budget Narratives – Provide sufficient detail information about the budget categories to 
demonstrate that grant funds are being expended on eligible grant activities that meet the purpose of 
the program.  The budget should address the following categories: 1) Personnel- each project 
participant, their title, % of full time equivalents (FTE), and corresponding salary for the FTE. 2) 
Fringe Benefits – the rate of fringe benefits for each salary. 3) Travel – Indicate the destination, 
purpose of trip, number of people traveling, number of days traveling, total airfare costs if 
applicable, total ground transportation costs, total lodging and meals costs, and total mileage costs 
for the travel if applicable. 4) Equipment – Indicate anticipated purchases or rental costs of 
equipment and its intended use.  List separately each item of equipment, its intended use, and its 
cost.  Equipment is an article of nonexpendable, tangible personal property having a useful life of 
more than one year an acquisition cost which equal or exceeds $5,000.  If under $5,000, please 
include under supplies.  Rental costs of buildings and equipment are allowable as direct costs.  5) 
Supplies – Provide an itemize list of projected supply expenditures and the dollar amount for each 
item.  6) Contractual – Provide a short description of the services each contract covers. 7) Other – 
Provide detailed descriptions of other costs such as conferences or meetings, communications, 
speaker/trainer fees, publication costs, and data collection, and other budgeted costs associated with 
the project.  

Note:  Administrative Costs are not to be included in grant request.  It is recommended that 
your administrative costs be part of your contribution to project. 

 
10. Project Oversight –Describe the oversight practices that provide sufficient knowledge of grant 

activities to ensure proper and efficient administration. 
 

11. Project Commitment – Describe how all grant partners commit to and work toward the goals and 
outcome measures of the proposed project. 

 
 
Selection Criteria: 
 
A selection committee established by UDAF will have the responsibility of evaluating all complete 
and eligible applications.  Members of the Selection Committee include the Commissioner of 
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Agriculture or his designee, the Deputy Commissioner or his designee, and up to three other 
individuals as assigned by the Commissioner. 
 
It is anticipated that UDAF will receive requests in an amount greater than allocated funds.  A 
protocol is established to evaluate all applications and make awards to the projects that are determined 
to have the greatest overall benefit for specialty crops and all stakeholders.  The evaluation protocol 
includes: 

 
• Appropriate to the program purposes – does the project accomplish the purpose of solely enhancing 

the competitiveness of specialty crops in Utah. 
• Importance or need – does the project address a significant problem or important need to an 

industry or the state. 
• Potential impact – how many people or operations are affected and what is the overall statewide 

economic impact of the project. 
• Measurable outcomes – do the measurable outcomes appropriately track success in supporting the 

project’s purpose. 
• Financial feasibility – is the budget realistic, and will the project yield a positive return on 

investment. 
• Matching funds – matching funds are not required but are encouraged. 
• Grant application – is application neat and follows guidelines in a clear and concise manner. 
• Credibility – is it reasonable to expect the project to be successful. 
• Timeliness – can the project be completed within a reasonable time frame. 

 
 

Utah Department of Agriculture and USDA timeline: 
 
 

• Application & grant proposal due to UDAF  by   June 18, 2010 
• UDAF selection committee submit winning proposals to USDA by July 30, 2010 
• USDA announce their awards in late September 
• UDAF issue grant agreements/contracts to recipients by late November 

  
Application information and forms are available on line at.http://ag.utah.gov  
Or call David Bailey at (801) 538-4931.  For more information on the program, lists of eligible 
products and the federal requirements, go to USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) at 
www.ams.usda.gov/scbgp  
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